
 

                                     

   Five shuttled sires in Cup winner’s pedigree 
 
There are five European bred sires used at stud in that part of the world and Australia in the pedigree of Cross 
Counter, the accomplished winner at Flemington on November 4 under Kerrin McEvoy for Dubai headed Godolphin 
of the 2018 Melbourne Cup (3200m), arguably the world’s most prestigious staying race.         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Prepared at Newmarket GB by Charlie Appleby, Cross Counter paternally is by Teolfilo (Ire), a son of the champion 
northern hemisphere sire Galileo (Ire), and from a daughter of Danehill (USA). In addition the winner’s dam, 
Waitress, is a Kingmambo (Mr. Prospector) product of Do The Honours, a daughter of the Kenmare (Fr) French 
Group1 winner Highest Honor and Persian Secret, a mare by Persian Heights (GB) (Group1 1600m winner).Teolfilo, 
Galileo, Danehill and Kenmare were all used in the Hunter Valley.  
 
   Between them the five dual hemisphere sires have added an estimated 1500 plus mares to the Australian 
broodmare pool. Eight times champion Australian sire Danehill and a hugely valuable pedigree ingredient around the 
world, contributes over 500, Teofilo (six seasons to 2017 inclusive, 350 foals) 150 mares, Galileo (English and Irish 
Derby winner by Sadler’s Wells; Coolmore, five seasons 2002 – 2006) 250 mares, Kenmare (shuttle a couple of times 
before coming resident at Arrowfield) 150 and Persian Heights 40. 
   The most recent of these sires to stand here,Teofilo, is one of the most interesting of the four as he was only raced 
at two (2006), a year he was unbeaten European champion, his five wins including four stakes, two of them Group1, 
all at 1400m. Predictably Teofilo, a sire who did not visit Australia this season, would have stayed 2000m if tested at 
three. 
 
   Born in Ireland in 2004,Teofilo has been  a good sire in both hemispheres, generating world wide in his first six 
crops 543 winners (76 SWs) of 1416 races and $76 million. His offspring have included 15 winners of Group1 races 
and 10 others placed at this level.  Besides 2018 Melbourne Cup winner Cross Counter, his European foals have 
included Pleascach (dam by Thunder Gulch; won Yorkshire Oaks -2400m, Irish One Thousand Guineas), Quest for 
More (Rainbow Quest; wo Prix du Cadran – 4000m), Trading Leather (*Sinndar – by shuttled Grand Lodge; won Irish 
Derby) and Voleuse de Coeurs (Grand Lodge; won Irish Derby). Scottish (dam by Zieten) another performer trained 
by Appleby for Godolphin followed up Group 3 success in GB with a second in the 2016 Caulfield Cup). 
  Teofilo’s best Australian sired progeny have included sprinter – 1600m hero Happy Clapper (Encosta de Lago; 11 
wins, $6,378,800, ATC Doncaster, Epsom H.), Humidor (Zabeel; 8 wins to 2000m, $3,967,343, VRC Australian Cup, 
Makybe Diva Stakes, MRC Memsie Stakes, placed twice MVRC Cox Plate), Palentino (Palace Music; 5 wins to 1600m, 
$1,305,110, VRC Australian Guineas, Makybe Diva Stakes), Kermadec (Fuji Kiseki (JP); 4 wins to 1600m, $2,905,025,  
ATC Doncaster, George Main Stakes) and Sonntag (Strategic; 6 wins to 2800m, $641,795, Queensland Derby). 
  Teofilo did not return to Australia for the 2018 season, but Goldolphin have Kermadec (fee $16,500) looking after 
his third book at their Hunter Valley stud and Palentino ($17,600) is in his second season at the Sun Stud at Kerrie in 
Victoria. Both horses have very good opportunity to succeed.  
 
  Treated as a 4-year-old here but still 3 in the northern hemisphere, the gelded Cross Counter had raced seven 
times, all in GB, prior to his Cup victory, for four wins. His last two outings prior to his journey to Australia were at 
2400m in August, appearances in the Group 3 Gordon Stakes at Goodwood, by 4.5 lens and in new 2400m track 
time, and then a nose second in the Group 2 Voltigeur Stakes at York. 
  Cross Counter’s immediate maternal pedigree is speed. His mother was a modest winner up to 1400m in France 
and her dam, Do The Honours, was assessed the champion sprinter in France in 2001. She is a three-quarter sister to 
Verglas, a brilliant Highest performer used in Australia in 2003 and 2004.    
 
  Overall, the 2018 Melbourne Cup was another show window for northern hemisphere horses with sires who have 
shuttled to this part of the world in their pedigrees, a quality in the breeding of the first five to finish. Runner up 
Marmelo is by the Danehill sire Duke of Mamalade (Ire), 5 visits to Hunter Valley, 356 foals; third placed Prince of  
Arran (GB) is by the Monsun sire Shirocco and out of Storming Sioux, a daughter of NZ shuttled Storming Home (GB); 
and fourth and fifth, Finche and Rostropovich (Ire), are both by superstar European racehorse and booming sire 
Frankel, a product of a mating of Galileo with a Danehill mare. Also Finche’s dam is by Woodman (USA), a 
Mr.Prospector sire who had five seasons in the Hunter Valley, leaving over 400 foals.                    


