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Some 400 
people attended 
the Gunnedah 
Community Forum – 
the first of a number 
of community 
consultation 
sessions on the NSW 
Government’s Draft 
Strategic Regional 
Land Use Policy to be 
held throughout NSW 
over the coming 
six weeks. 

Planning Minister Brad Hazzard, accompanied by 
Minister Kevin Humphries, Kevin Andrews MP and 
officials from the Departments of Planning, Resources 
and Energy, Primary Industries and the Office of 
Water, presented an overview of the Government’s 
Draft Strategic Regional Land Use Plan and answered 
community questions.

A wide variety of questions were posed to the Minister 
and his team ranging from why the draft policy does 
not decide where mining can and can’t go before 
exploration licences are issued, compensation 
and access rights, protecting our water resources, 
monitoring and compliance, housing and social 
infrastructure – just to name a few.

One of many interesting community comments 
was made by the President of the NSW Farmers 
Association, Fiona Simson, called on the NSW 
Government to put the scientific and independent 
panel assessments of mining proposals up front at 
the exploration licence stage and, when remarking on 
the mapping that the NSW Government had recently 
undertaken, said that she did not know what was 

worse – governing in ignorance as clearly the previous 
government did or having the information at hand 
and seeing it in front of you and then failing to act (to 
protect our land and water). 
To listen to the whole speech, click on the following 
link: www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuCGunVi4bc

Community consultation sessions on the Government’s 
Draft Land Use Policy have been scheduled for 11 April 
to 19 April 2012.  The current session times for both 
drop-in sessions (opportunities to discuss this draft 
policy one on one with departmental officials) and 
the Public Forums for Singleton are listed overpage 
and can be found on the department’s website 
www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/regionallanduse

We encourage everyone to attend these community 
consultation sessions. We are also in the process of 
organising a further consultation session for breeders 

who will not 
be able to 
attend the 
Singleton 
Forum on 
13 April 
2012.

HTBA President Wayne Bedggood 
and Hon. Brad Hazzard at 
Gunnedah Forum

Left to right: Minister Hazzard, Minister Kevin Humphries, Deputy 
Direct General Planning Richard Pearson, Daniel Keary (Planning 
Department), Brad Mullard (Resources & Energy), Rob O’Neil (Office 
of Water), Richard Shearer (Director General Primary Industries) and 
Regina Fogarty (Department of Primary Industries) at the Gunnedah 
Forum 20 March 2012

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIONS KICK OFF AT GUNNEDAH 
- 400 PEOPLE FROM GUNNEDAH COMMUNITY TURN 
OUT TO HAVE THEIR SAY ON DRAFT LAND USE POLICY

“I'm not sure what’s worse – governing 
in ignorance as clearly the previous 
government did or having the 
information at hand and seeing it 
in front of you and then failing to act” 
Fiona Simson, President NSW Farmers

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuCGunVi4bc
http://www.haveyoursay.nsw.gov.au/regionallanduse
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The Environment Defenders Office (EDO) is running a Coal Seam Gas Workshop on Tuesday 17 April 2012, 3-6pm 

at the Pokolbin Community Hall. The EDO is an independent, not for profit community legal centre specialising in 

public interest environmental law. Please forward this e-mail on to those that you think will be interested in attending 

and /or put the flier on your websites. To RSVP email education@edo.org.au or contact the EDO (02) 9262 6989.

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

DATE SESSION & TIME LOCATION

11 April 2012 Drop-in Session  4PM – 7PM Singleton Library

12 April 2012 Drop-in Session  4PM – 7PM Muswellbrook Library

13 April 2012 Public Forum  12PM – 2PM Singleton Civic Centre

18 April 2012 Drop-in Session  4PM – 7PM Gloucester Library

19 April 2012 Drop-in Session  4PM – 7PM Dungog Council Chambers

RALLY TO PROTECT OUR LAND AND WATER 
SAVE THE DATE! 1 MAY 2012, 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM 
RALLY IN MARTIN PLACE AND MARCH TO NSW PARLIAMENT 

Before the election the NSW Liberals and 
Nationals promised to restore balance to the 
way our precious land and water resources were 
managed in NSW. The Coalition was responding 
to deep concerns expressed by communities 
facing an unprecedented escalation of mining 
activity across the State.

NSW Farmers has joined forces with community 

leaders, industry groups, conservationists and 

concerned citizens to demand the NSW Government 

deliver on its promise to protect land and water 

resources in NSW and restore balance to land-use 

planning across this state.

The Protect our Land and Water rally will be held in 

Sydney on 1 May to object to the government's recently 

released Strategic Regional Land Use Policy which 

fails to deliver on the Liberal and National Party's clear 

election commitments.

The decision to rally has not been taken lightly. 

Protecting our precious land and water is an issue which 

affects everyone in NSW. The seriousness of this issue is 

reflected in the diverse background of those prepared to 

march shoulder to shoulder to Parliament House on 

1 May, Ms Simson (NSW Farmers president) said.

On May 1, we encourage you to join the growing 

coalition of industry and community leaders, 

landowners and concerned citizens to hold the NSW 

Government to its promise to protect our land and 

water, our valued industries and environment.

Details of the 1 May 2012 Rally are available on 

both the NSW Farmers and HTBA websites 

( www.nswfarmers.org.au/ourlandourwater and 

www.htba.com.au ).

SAVE THE DATE AND JOIN WITH US TO STAND UP 

FOR THE PROTECTION OF OUR PRECIOUS LAND 

AND WATER RESOURCES AND OUR WORLD CLASS 

THOROUGHBRED BREEDING INDUSTRY. 

 

 

Media Release  

1 April 2012 PR/025/12 

Community unites to protect our land and water in NSW 

NSW Farmers has joined forces with community leaders, industry groups, conservationists and 
concerned citizens to demand the NSW Government deliver on its promise to protect land and water 
resources in NSW and restore balance to land-use planning across this state. 

The Protect our Land and Water rally will be held in Sydney on 1 May to object to the government’s 
recently released Strategic Regional Land Use Policy which fails to deliver on the Liberal and National 
Party’s clear election commitments. 

NSW Farmers president, Fiona Simson, said the failings of the draft policy had struck a nerve not only 
in rural NSW but with business leaders, councils and in the cities and towns, with all recognising our 
food, water, health, jobs and the future of our communities are under threat if land and water is not 
properly mapped and protected. 

“The decision to rally has not been taken lightly. Protecting our precious land and water is an issue 
which affects everyone in NSW. The seriousness of this issue is reflected in the diverse backgrounds 
of those prepared to march shoulder to shoulder to Parliament House on 1 May,” Ms Simson said. 

“In the past 10 years, we have seen an unprecedented escalation of mining and coal seam gas 
activity across the State. 

“Clearly mining and CSG are important for our economy. But, without balance, diversity and a proper 
strategic land use plan, these short-term industries threaten the long-term sustainability of our land, 
water, environment and the future of other vital industries and regional communities. 

“Before the election, the Liberal and National Party Coalition promised a strong and clear land use 
plan to restore balance and certainty; to protect our land and water resources and to identify areas 
where mining can and can’t occur.  The NSW Government’s draft policy has pulled up short on 
delivery. Communities everywhere understand this issue is too important to let the government back 

mailto:education@edo.org.au
http://www.nswfarmers.org.au/ourlandourwaterandresourcesinNSWandrestorebalancetoland-useplanningacrossthisstate.www.htba.com.au
http://www.nswfarmers.org.au/ourlandourwaterandresourcesinNSWandrestorebalancetoland-useplanningacrossthisstate.www.htba.com.au
http://www.nswfarmers.org.au/ourlandourwaterandresourcesinNSWandrestorebalancetoland-useplanningacrossthisstate.www.htba.com.au
http://www.nswfarmers.org.au/ourlandourwaterandresourcesinNSWandrestorebalancetoland-useplanningacrossthisstate.www.htba.com.au
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HUNTER VALLEY BASED 
STALLIONS MAKE UP 
THE ENTIRE GROUP ONE 
GOLDEN SLIPPER FIELD
In a remarkable achievement for stallions 
standing in the Hunter Valley, the entire field for 
the Group One Golden Slipper have been sired 
that way.

Leading the way is Vinery Stud's Champion two-year-
old sire More Than Ready. Represented by the current 
favourite Samaready (pictured), as well as Raceway, 
Faustus, Ashokan and Later Gator, More Than Ready 
is no stranger to the winning the Golden Slipper, with 
both Phelan Ready and Sebring having already won the 
world's richest juvenile event.

Next in line with two runners apiece are Fastnet Rock, 

Redoute's Choice and Snitzel. Represented by Magic 
Millions winner Driefontein, and the Ingham Racing 
owned Jade Marauder, Coolmore Stud's Fastnet Rock 
has enjoying a stellar season and the Group One 
Golden Slipper would just about ensure that his prize 
money haul for the year challenges the Australian 
record of over $11million achieve by his sire Danehill.
Having finished second behind her stable mate in 
this year's Magic Millions, Redoute's Choice filly No 
Looking Back, joins the John O'Shea colt Shelford as 
the representatives for their Arrowfield Stud based sire 
Redoute's Choice.

Fellow Arrowfield stallion Snitzel, renowned for his 
precious two-year-olds will be represented by the 
Gerald Ryan trained pair of Amorino and Snitzeland. 
Both Not A Single Doubt and Charge Forward, 
members of the Arrowfiled roster will also have 
one runner each in Doubtfilly and Cavalry Rose.The 
progeny of the Darley stallions round out the final 
three runners of the field with Exceed And Excel, 
Lonhro and Commands all having a runner.

Trained by Gai Waterhouse, Lonhro colt Pierro appears 
the likely danger to the favourite, while the Peter 
Snowden-trained Commands colt Epaulette sits on 
the third line of betting. The final runner for the Darley 
stallions is another from the Snowden camp, this 
time the Exceed And Excel colt Narcissus. Out of the 
Snippets mare Hasna, who finished third in the Golden 
Slipper of her year, this colt finished second to All To 
Hard at his most recent run.

All in all, with a field of 16 class two-year-olds racing 
for their share of $3.5million in prize money, best of 
luck goes to all connections.

(Info sourced from NSW Breeders)

Connections of 
Australian mare 
Ortensia collect 
her trophy after 
her win in the Al 
Quoz Sprint in 
Dubai on behalf 
of trainer and 
owners Paul 
Messara, Alister 
Fraser, Emma 
Ridley and Annie 
Fraser.

CONGRATULATIONS 
ORTENSIA - WINNER OF 
DUBAI G1 ALQUOZ SPRINT
Hunter Valley based Vinery Stud rejoiced on Dubai 
World Cup night after Testa Rossa provided the 
winner of the Group 1 Alquoz Sprint in the shape 
of Ortensia.

The Hunter Valley bred, owned and trained (by Paul 
Messara) Ortensia settled at the rear of the field in 
the 1000m sprint on the turf, pulled out wide and flew 
home to record a historic victory. Recording her 11th 
win, and second at Group One level, the mare is now 
heading to Royal Ascot to contest the Group One King's 

Stand Stakes on June 19. The HTBA congratulates the 
breeders, trainer and owner on their win and for once 
again drawing the world's attention to the champions 
bred and trained in the Hunter Valley, Australia's 
Horse Capital.



HUNTERBRED APRIL 2012

4

OUT & ABOUT
At our invitation, Minister Hartcher and Minister 
Souris visited thoroughbred farms in the Hunter 
Valley on 16 March 2012. 

The Ministers visit to Coolmore Australia, Darley 

Australia and Arrowfield was timely as it followed 

the release of the NSW Government’s Draft Strategic 
Land Use Policy and provided an opportunity for 
Minister Hartcher to see first hand our internationally 
acclaimed thoroughbred breeding operations, the 
challenges posed by the increasing encroachment of 
mining operations and why it is so important to get this 
policy right so that it protects our strategic agricultural 
lands, waters and industries.

Minister Hartcher visits Coolmore Australia. 
Left to Right: Michael Kirwan, Hon. Chris Hartcher, Peter O’Brien, 
Ken Barry, Andrew Humtherson, Hon. George Souris, Niall Ronan

Minister Hartcher visits Darley Australia. 
Left to Right: Hon. Chris Hartcher, Andrew Wiles, Henry Plumptre, 
Hon. George Souris, Andrew Humtherson

HISTORIC RACE 
FIELDS DECISION
The landmark decision handed down by the the 
High Court of Australia on 30 March 2012 ruled in 
favour of Racing NSW and Harness Racing NSW 
with regards to Betfair and Sportsbet’s challenge 
to the validity of the race fields fees legislation 
enacted in NSW.  

All seven Justices of the High Court dismissed 
the appeals of Betfair and Sportsbet and ordered 
that Betfair and Sportsbet pay Racing NSW’s 
costs. As was the case in the Full Court of the 
Federal Court, it was an overwhelming success 
for Racing NSW and the NSW Thoroughbred and 
Harness Racing Industries and finally determines 
the claims by Betfair and Sportbset.

"Peter V’landys has been the public face of the 
battle, a very tough role indeed, and he has displayed 
immense courage under great pressure during 
the long campaign to win this case. Peter, from all 

members of the industry, thank you for a difficult job 

so well done.

It’s time for all of us to take off our battle fatigues, put 

on the overalls and start building a new future for our 

great industry in New South Wales", John Messara AM, 

Chairman of Racing NSW said.  

"On behalf of 9,000 registered Thoroughbred breeders 

around Australia, and the breeders in New South 

Wales, we are grateful for today’s High Court decision. 

We thank Racing NSW for their steadfast handling 

of the case, which will enable Thoroughbred owners, 

our customers, better returns on their investment. 

steadfast handling of the case, which will enable 

Thoroughbred owners, our customers, better 

returns on their investment", Trevor Lobb, Chairman 

Thoroughbred Breeders Australia said.

Click here to read Thoroughbred Breeders Australia 

press release: www.tbaus.com/newsitem?id=1083

http://www.tbaus.com/newsitem?id=1083
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BICKHAM PETITION
The Upper Hunter Progress Association has 
initiated a petition about the Bickham coal 
mine to be presented to the NSW Parliament 
in May.

As the HTBA has done, the petition also 
calls on the State Government to not renew 
Bickham’s exploration licenses (which 
expire on May 27th) and to amend the State 
Environment Planning Policy to prohibit 
underground mining at the Bickham site.

Click here to download the petition form: 
www.htba.com.au/uploadmedia/Petition-wording-
draft.pdf

The HTBA encourages all member Stud Farms to 
support the petition by printing it out and gathering 
as many signatures as possible.

I know many of you are busy with the sales but 
please inform your staff about the petition and 
encourage them to sign.

Those of you with marquees at the Easter Sales 
might like to host a copy there too. 

Legal requirements:

•  The petition wording must be displayed at the   
 top of each page

•  Signatures must be handwritten, not copied

•  Signatories must be residents of NSW

•  Signatories may only sign once

•  There is no minimum age requirement 
 for signatories

500 signatories guarantees that the petition will be 
put to the relevant Ministers

10,000 signatories guarantees the issues are 
debated in the House.

Please return petition pages to:

The Upper Hunter Progress Association

c/o Kiwa Fisher

501 Rouchel Road

Aberdeen NSW 2336

UPPER HUNTER SHIRE 
COUNCIL MAINTAINS 
OPPOSITION TO BICKHAM
At its 27 March meeting the Upper Hunter 
Shire Council reaffirmed its opposition to the 
proposed mine at Bickham South recognising 
that the Bickham Coal Company’s proposal for an 
underground mine does not resolve the Council’s 
or community’s concerns. 

The Upper Hunter Shire Council has joined the HTBA 
in making representations to the NSW Government 
not to renew the Bickham Coal Company’s Exploration 
Licences when they expire on 27 May 2012 and to 
amend the State Environment Planning Policy to 
prohibit underground mining on the Bickham Coal 
Company site.

To read the Upper Hunter Shire Council press release 

click here: www.htba.com.au/media-release-upper-

hunter-shire-council-opposes-bickham-coal-

proposal

(Photo courtesy of The Scone Advocate)

http://www.htba.com.au/uploadmedia/Petition-wording-draft.pdf
http://www.htba.com.au/uploadmedia/Petition-wording-draft.pdf
http://www.htba.com.au/uploadmedia/Petition-wording-draft.pdf
http://www.htba.com.au/media-release-upper-hunter-shire-council-opposes-bickham-coal-proposal
http://www.htba.com.au/media-release-upper-hunter-shire-council-opposes-bickham-coal-proposal
http://www.htba.com.au/media-release-upper-hunter-shire-council-opposes-bickham-coal-proposal
http://www.htba.com.au/media-release-upper-hunter-shire-council-opposes-bickham-coal-proposal
http://www.htba.com.au/media-release-upper-hunter-shire-council-opposes-bickham-coal-proposal
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RACING NSW 
THOROUGHBRED 
RETRAINING PROGRAM
Racing NSW have initiated a new thoroughbred 
welfare program, the program, known as the 
'Racing NSW Thoroughbred Retraining Program' 
aims to secure more certain and productive 
futures for horses leaving racing in NSW.

Racing NSW has secured the services of former police 

horse trainer, Scott Brodie, to head up 

their new and exciting initiative. Scott has 

assembled a team of highly skilled horse 

people to help in the implementation 

of his systematic approach to the re-

education of ex racehorses, honed over 

the last 25 years through his involvement 

as police horse trainer and classically 

trained dressage enthusiast. The Racing 

NSW team utilise a surprisingly smooth 

synergy of natural horsemanship 

techniques along with the practical 

application of classical dressage to 

produce quality performance horses with 

a foundation to set them up for a future in 

any discipline .

Racing NSW has also formed a partnership with NSW 

Corrective Services, that see's Scott regularly attend 

the St Helliers Correctional Centre at Muswellbrook 

to train inmates and staff, in the skills of natural 

horsemanship, work in hand and lunging in order to 

ready horses for ongoing training at the programs 

headquarters at Canterbury race course in inner 

Sydney, where stables have been supplied by the 

Australian Turf Club.

Horses retiring from racing are sourced by Racing 

NSW and first sent to the St Helliers facility where they 

spell for approximately 6 months before commencing 

their re-education. The first 6 weeks of their training 

is carried out at the prison by inmates under the 

watchful eye of experienced horse handler/warders, 

educated in the Racing NSW training program. After 

that 6 week period, horses are rested for a further 

month to allow them to digest their new knowledge . 

Once spelled, the horses move to Canterbury where 

Scott and his team go to work polishing them into 

pleasurable riding partners. The horses are schooled 

to a preliminary/novice dressage level and are given a 

calm and sensible introduction to jumping. From here 

the horses are put up for sale to suitable homes. Up to 

65 horses can be in the program at any one time with a 

goal, taking into account current resources, to rehome 

a minimum of 100 horses per year.

The Racing NSW Thoroughbred retraining program 

is completely not for profit. All money gathered from 

the rehoming of horses is put back into the training of 

more horses. The NSW Thoroughbred Rehabilitation 

Trust has been set up as the charitable fund raising 

arm for the program, funds donated to the trust also 

go wholly to the training and care of the many Race 

horses that retire from the NSW industry.

CEO of racing NSW, Peter V'Landys, has stated that 

the ultimate goal of the program would be to see all 

retired NSW race horses rehoused at the end of their 

racing career.

For further information on the purchase of trained 

horses or to donate a retired race horses contact 

Scott Brodie at scott.brodie@optusnet.com.au, call 

0448088 844, or go to NSW Thoroughbred Rehabilitation 

Trust on facebook. www.facebook.com/NSWTRT

Scott Brodie with ex racehorse Excentrique. 
(Exceed And Excel - Native Jester)

mailto:brodie@optusnet.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/NSWTRT
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MAY EVENTS CALENDAR
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EMAIL US: huntertba@gmail.com 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.htba.com.au

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK :  
www.facebook.com/SaveTheHunterValley

POSITION VACANT

INSURANCE CONSULTANT/ASSISTANT 

Inglis is one of the most prestigious names in the thoroughbred breeding and racing industry, 
specialising in thoroughbred auctions. 

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for the position of Insurance 
Consultant/Assistant to cover a 14 month maternity leave position commencing in May, 2012.  
This is a full-time position reporting to the Insurance Manager situated in Randwick. 

As the successful candidate you will have sound knowledge of the bloodstock industry. You 
will have excellent written and verbal communication skills and have the ability to build 
rapport with a mixed group of clients. In addition you will have exceptional customer service 
skills as well is being able manage your time efficiently. 

Key responsibilities: 
 Client liaison 
 Processing of new business, renewals and policy maintenance 
 Provide assistance and administration support to the Insurance team where necessary. 

The applicant should have: 
- Advanced computer skills (MS Office); 
- Exceptional customer service skills; 
- Strong written and verbal skills; 
- Accuracy and strong attention to detail; 
- Sound knowledge of the bloodstock industry; and 
- Excellent time management skills. 

Applications regarding this position may be made to Leah Dale leah@inglis.com.au by Friday, 
27 April.

H:\HR\Recruitment\Ads\Insurance Consultant_300312.docx 

mailto:huntertba@gmail.com
http://www.htba.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/SaveTheHunterValley
mailto:leah@inglis.com.au

