
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUNTER THOROUGHBRED BREEDERS APPLAUD FOLEY COMMITMENT FOR PROTECTION 
 

11 May 2017 
 
The Hunter Thoroughbred Breeders Association applaud the commitment made by Opposition Leader the Hon Luke 
Foley to save the Hunter's equine industry from the impacts of mining and call on the NSW Government to act 
immediately to protect the industry. 
  
Speaking at the HTBA Annual awards, the Hon Luke Foley committed to delivering certainty and protection to the 
Hunter's equine industry by imposing minimum buffer distances between thoroughbred breeding and mining and 
ensuring that no more applications are made on the Drayton South site. 
 
"We appreciated the presence of the NSW Minister for Racing, the Hon Paul Toole, the Leader of the Opposition, 
The Hon Luke Foley and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, Shadow Planning and Infrastructure Minister and 
Shadow Minister for Racing and Gaming, the Hon Michael Daley at our 2017 Annual Awards Night.  Their presence at 
our awards night reflected the importance both the Government and the Opposition place on our industry and its 
important contribution to the NSW economy." Dr Cameron Collins, President of the Hunter Thoroughbred Breeders 
Association said 
 
"The HTBA has been advocating for certainty and protection for many years now. We applaud the Opposition 
Leader's commitment and call on the NSW Government to act immediately to place a State Environment Planning 
Policy on the Drayton South site to prohibit future mining and impose minimum buffers between thoroughbred 
breeding and mining so that both industries can invest with confidence." Dr Collins said 
 
There is a rare window of opportunity NOW to save the Hunter's Thoroughbred Breeding Industry. 
 
The NSW Opposition is heeding our calls and promising protection.   The NSW Coalition Government has made many 
promises to protect the industry and has the legislative tools at its disposal to deliver the protection needed.  What 
is needed now is action. 
 
 
Media Contact:   Hellen Georgopoulos 0419 850 224 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  The Hunter Valley’s Thoroughbred Breeding industry contributes over $5 billion annually to the national 
economy and $2.6 billion annually to the NSW economy.  It supports over 230,000 jobs throughout Australia. It is one of 
three international centres of thoroughbred breeding excellence in the world – alongside Newmarket in the UK and 
Kentucky in the USA. It is Australia’s largest producer and exporter of premium thoroughbreds. It is an iconic part of 
Australia’s sporting history and an industry worth protection. 

 
 


