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PROTECT THE HUNTER VALLEY

OUR CHAMPIONS ARE UNDER THREAT
DON’T LET COAL MINING DESTROY THE HUNTER VALLEY
REGISTER YOUR SUPPORT AT
www.protectourindustries.com.au
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Dear Thoroughbred Buyers, Breeders and Clients,
Horse racing is one of Australia’s oldest sports. It is part of Australia’s history
and heritage. It is a quintessential part of the Australian way of life.
From the ﬁrst oﬃcial thoroughbred race meeting staged by Governor
Macquarie in Hyde Park, Sydney in 1810 to the breathtaking performances
by Pharlap, Tulloch, Makybe Diva and many other champions of the turf, the
Australian public and international audiences continue to experience a
mature and productive thoroughbred industry that is world renowned.
The Hunter Valley region in NSW is recognised both locally and internationally
as Australia’s Thoroughbred Breeding Capital. It has the second largest
concentration of horse studs in the world, outside Kentucky in the United
States.
The Hunter Valley also supports about 100 broodmare farms and a sophisticated network of support operations such as, farriers, veterinarians,
trainers, saddlers, feed companies and equine transport companies.
This signiﬁcant framework of thoroughbred breeding, training, racing,
veterinary and other support operations and services is unique in the
Southern Hemisphere.
The Hunter Valley is home to the most inﬂuential Breeders in Australia
including Arrowﬁeld, Coolmore, Darley, Vinery, Yarraman Park and the
historic Widden Stud.
In the last 12 months a record 2,550 Australian-bred thoroughbreds valued
at more than $100 million were exported around the world to places such as
New Zealand, Singapore, China, South Africa, Malaysia, Hong Kong and
Korea.
The Hunter Valley produces approximately half of all thoroughbreds born in
Australia annually. This year yearlings by Hunter Valley stallions represented
upwards of 70% of the Magic Millions catalogue – over all sessions. At the
Melbourne Premier sale, 50% of yearlings catalogued and all of the top ten
highest priced yearlings were sired by Hunter Valley stallions. More than
85% of the 2010 Inglis Easter Yearling sale catalogue have been sired by
Hunter Valley stallions.

Our thoroughbred breeding region is now under threat. Negative encroachment
from random, opportunistic but increasing levels of mining exploration and
activity is threatening the viability of our industry. It also threatens the
health and welfare of our employees and livestock and the sustainability of
our region and the environment.
The Government’s focus on short term economic revenue from mining
royalties has the potential to drive out sustainable long term agricultural
industries – including our Thoroughbred Breeding Industry. This is not an
issue that is unique to New South Wales. The battle over the competing
demands for land use is a national issue.
Since the launch of our campaign at Magic Millions in January 2010, we
have been raising public awareness of the signiﬁcance and commercial
importance of our industry. We have been informing our politicians and the
mining industry about the need for a healthy balance between our breeding
operations, communities and environment with the industries that surround
us.
While we have stepped up our campaign more needs to be done. We need
your help and support to send a strong message to Federal and State
politicians not to sacriﬁce long term sustainability for short term gain.
The destruction of the Hunter Valley is not a legacy we want to leave to
future generations.
The Hunter Valley’s future hangs in the balance. We invite you to help
champion our cause, so that we can continue to produce your Champions of
the future.
To register your support or obtain more information please contact us
directly or visit our website www.protectourindustries.com.au
Yours sincerely

Henry Plumptre
Campaign Leader Thoroughbred Breeders of the Hunter Valley

